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462 Cambridge Observations of Ceres and Venus, lviii. 8, 


Occultations of Ceres and of Venus ,' observed at the Cambridge 

Observatory. 

(Communicated by Professor Sir B. S. Ball , Director of the Observatory.') 

Occultation of Ceres, 1897 November 13. 

Reappearance. First seen G.M.T. n h 31 111 29 s, 2. 

The observation was made with the Northumberland equa¬ 
torial, aperture nf in. The seeing was fair. The planet was 
first seen as a very unsteady and ill-defined patch of light, which 
grew steadily brighter, and was estimated as of full brightness 5 s 
after its first appearance. 

Occultation of Venus, 1898 May 22. 

Disappearance. Second contact G.M.T. 6 h 51™ 47 s *o. 

Reappearance. Third contact G.M.T. 7 h 30“ 50 s -1. 

The observations were made with the Northumberland equa¬ 
torial. Seeing was very unsteady. First contact was missed. 
Bisection at disappearance was noted at 6 h 51 111 27 s , which is 
uncertain by one or two seconds owing to the unsteadiness of 
the image. The planet lingered for several seconds as an irregular 
line of light, and then went out sharply, the observation of the 
time of second contact being noted as good. The observation 
of third contact was noted, “ not more than half a second late, 
if so much.” The seeing was so bad that no attempt was made 
to estimate the time of bisection at reappearance. The time of 
fourth contact was noted as 7 11 31™ 30 s , which is uncertain by 
several seconds. 

The observations were made by Mr. A. R. Hinks. 

Cambridge Observatory: 

1898 May 25. 
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June 1898. Greenwich Observations of Comet. 
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